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Academy Fellows Receive Prestigious Honors at CANS 
Conference and FNINR NightinGala 

 
Washington, DC (October 6, 2011) – Honored for their achievements as researchers and careers sustaining high-
quality programs of research that have had significant impact on nursing and health care, three Fellows of the 
American Academy of Nursing (AAN) were recognized at the Council for the Advancement of Nursing Science 
(CANS) 2010 State of the Science Congress, which took place at the Omni Shoreham Hotel from September 27-
29th. 
 
Awards winners included Fellows Marie A. Bakitas, DNSc, APRN, AOCN, FAAN, who won the Brilliant Future 
New Investigator award; Sandra B. Dunbar; DSN, RN, FAAN, FAHA, who won the Outstanding Scientists 
Award; and Heather K. Hardin, BSN, RN, who was the 2010 Podcast award winner. 
 
As a way to recognize the pioneering research and contributions to nursing and society, four Academy Fellows 
were also honored during the Friends of the National Institute of Nursing Research (FNINR) NightinGala on 
September 29. FNINR provides resources to support nursing research and advance the mission of the National 
Institute of Nursing Research (NINR), which is celebrating its 25th anniversary. The FNINR acknowledges the 
past and the future of the national nursing research agenda. 
 
Among the honorees were Suzanne Bakken, DNSc, RN, FAAN, FACMI and Margaret M. Heitkemper, PhD, RN, 
FAAN, who each received Pathfinder Distinguished Service Awards; Joan Lappe, PhD, RN, FAAN, who received 
the Ada Sue Hinshaw Research Grant; and Marita G. Titler, PhD, RN, FAAN, the recipient of the President’s 
Award. 
 
“We applaud the dedication of these Fellows who have made significant advancements to improve health quality 
through research, evidence and translation,” said AAN Chief Executive Officer Cheryl G. Sullivan, MSES. 
“Through the support of NINR, nurse leaders continue to make scientific discoveries that benefit numerous 
stakeholders in practice, education and leadership.” 
 
View the on-site program for full profiles of each CANS Awards 
winner:http://www.nursingscience.org/files/public/Final_Onsite_Program.pdf 
 
For more information on FNNIR awards visit: http://www.fninr.org/awards.html 
 

### 
 

The American Academy of Nursing (www.aannet.org) anticipates and tracks national and international trends in 
health care, while addressing resulting issues of health care knowledge and policy. The Academy’s mission is to 

serve the public and nursing profession by advancing health policy and practice through the generation, synthesis, 
and dissemination of nursing knowledge. 
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